The Constitution of the United States

Nate: /2 fallowing text is 4 transcription of the Lonstitution in its original farm.

We the People of the United States, in Order tonfa more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide foe tcommon defence, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty toselwes and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United StateAmerica.

Article. I.
Section. 1.

All legislative Powers herein granted shall betedsn a Congress of the United States, which shall
consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section. 2.

The House of Representatives shall be compos&teaibers chosen every second Year by the People
of the several States, and the Electors in eade Stall have the Qualifications requisite for Ebes of the
most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. &fsdh shall be a Representative who shall not atdaaed
to the Age of twenty five Years, and been sevenr¥aaCitizen of the United States, and who shal| wben
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in whictsih&l be chosen. Representatives and direct Tsbxals be
apportioned among the several States which mayndiaded within this Union, according to their resipee
Numbers, which shall be determined by adding tonthele Number of free Persons, including those kain
Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. Tohaua
Enumeration shall be made within three Years dfterfirst Meeting of the Congress of the Unitedi&aand
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in sh@nner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of
Representatives shall not exceed one for everyytiihousand, but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and until such enumeration shalnbde, the State of New Hampshire shall be entiibed
chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-IslandPemddence Plantations one, Connecticut five, NewkY
six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaveare, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North CarolinadivSouth
Carolina five, and Georgia three. When vacanciggpéa in the Representation from any State, the lEikec
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Electionftlb such Vacancies. The House of Representativedl shuse
their Speaker and other Officers; and shall haeestile Power of Impeachment.

Section. 3.

The Senate of the United States shall be composé@o Senators from each State, chosen by the
Legislature thereof for six Years; and each Senalall have one Vote. Immediately after they sl
assembled in Consequence of the first Electiorny #all be divided as equally as may be into ti@&esses.
The Seats of the Senators of the first Class sleallacated at the Expiration of the second Yeathe@kecond
Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, andhaf third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Yesar that one
third may be chosen every second Year; and if V@eanhappen by Resignation, or otherwise, durirgy th
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Exeedliereof may make temporary Appointments unéliext
Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fillch Vacancies. No Person shall be a Senator whHbrsfta
have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and b@ee Years a Citizen of the United States, and sl not,
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State foickvine shall be chosen. The Vice President of theed
States shall be President of the Senate, but lshadl no Vote, unless they be equally divided. Tévea& shall
chuse their other Officers, and also a Presidemtgmpore, in the Absence of the Vice Presidentyloen he
shall exercise the Office of President of the Whiftates. The Senate shall have the sole Powey tallt
Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, tliayl $e on Oath or Affirmation. When the Presidehthe
United States is tried, the Chief Justice shalsioiez And no Person shall be convicted withoutGoacurrence
of two thirds of the Members present. Judgment as&S of Impeachment shall not extend further tlban t
removal from Office, and disqualification to holddaenjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit undae



United States: but the Party convicted shall néetess be liable and subject to Indictment, Tdaklgment
and Punishment, according to Law.

Section. 4.

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Electiémrs Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thetrdfthe Congress may at any time by Law makdter such
Regulations, except as to the Places of chusingt8en The Congress shall assemble at least oneeeny
Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monidaecember, unless they shall by Law appointfiemint
Day.

Section. 5.

Each House shall be the Judge of the Electionsyrieand Qualifications of its own Members, and a
Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to desiBess; but a smaller Number may adjourn from dajaty,
and may be authorized to compel the Attendancésdér@ Members, in such Manner, and under such tRenal
as each House may provide. Each House may detethenRules of its Proceedings, punish its Members f
disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrencetvad thirds, expel a Member. Each House shall keep a
Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to tinublish the same, excepting such Parts as may in the
Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Naye dflembers of either House on any question saiathe
Desire of one fifth of those Present, be enterethenJournal. Neither House, during the SessioGarfgress,
shall, without the Consent of the other, adjournrfmre than three days, nor to any other Place thainin
which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section. 6.

The Senators and Representatives shall receivarg€nsation for their Services, to be ascertained b
Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the Unitedt€daThey shall in all Cases, except Treason, ket
Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest muriheir Attendance at the Session of their regpgect
Houses, and in going to and returning from the samd for any Speech or Debate in either Housg, shall
not be questioned in any other Place. No Senat®&tepresentative shall, during the Time for whichweas
elected, be appointed to any civil Office under #hethority of the United States, which shall haveeb
created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have leeeneased during such time; and no Person holdigg a
Office under the United States, shall be a Membeitber House during his Continuance in Office.

Section. 7.

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate il House of Representatives; but the Senate may
propose or concur with Amendments as on other .Bitigery Bill which shall have passed the House of
Representatives and the Senate, shall, beforecante a Law, be presented to the President of theedin
States: If he approve he shall sign it, but if hetshall return it, with his Objections to that ideun which it
shall have originated, who shall enter the Objetiat large on their Journal, and proceed to redeng. If
after such Reconsideration two thirds of that Halsal agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sergetber with the
Objections, to the other House, by which it shibBwise be reconsidered, and if approved by twadghof that
House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cdkesvotes of both Houses shall be determined lag ywand
Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for gaihst the Bill shall be entered on the Journakath
House respectively. If any Bill shall not be retedrby the President within ten Days (Sundays erciatfter it
shall have been presented to him, the Same shall leav, in like Manner as if he had signed it, sel¢he
Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Retum,which Case it shall not be a Law. Every Order,
Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of 8enate and House of Representatives may be ngcessa
(except on a question of Adjournment) shall be gme=d to the President of the United States; afardo¢he
Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by hinlheing disapproved by him, shall be repassed loythivds
of the Senate and House of Representatives, aogptalithe Rules and Limitations prescribed in tlaseCof a
Bill.

Section. 8.



The Congress shall have Power To lay and college3, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts
and provide for the common Defence and general &kelbf the United States; but all Duties, Impostd a
Excises shall be uniform throughout the United €&tafo borrow Money on the credit of the Unitedt&aTo
regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and ambegseveral States, and with the Indian Tribes;sialdish
an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Lawms the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the éthit
States; To coin Money, regulate the Value theranfl of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Wesghhd
Measures; To provide for the Punishment of couaitent the Securities and current Coin of the Whi&tates;
To establish Post Offices and post Roads; To prertiat Progress of Science and useful Arts, by segtor
limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclesRight to their respective Writings and Discoveri€o
constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Couid;define and punish Piracies and Felonies corathiih the
high Seas, and Offences against the Law of Natibogjeclare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprand
make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Wateraie and support Armies, but no Appropriation of
Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term thvam Years; To provide and maintain a Navy; To makéeR
for the Government and Regulation of the land aadahForces; To provide for calling forth the Mditto
execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurnestand repel Invasions; To provide for organizisgning,
and disciplining, the Militia, and for governingcuPart of them as may be employed in the Servidbeo
United States, reserving to the States respectithl Appointment of the Officers, and the Authpraf
training the Militia according to the disciplinegscribed by Congress; To exercise exclusive Legslan all
Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceedindViles square) as may, by Cession of particBtates,
and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Séla¢ @overnment of the United States, and to exelike
Authority over all Places purchased by the Conséihe Legislature of the State in which the Samalde,
for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, kddards, and other needful Buildings;--And To maké
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for aagrynto Execution the foregoing Powers, and alleoth
Powers vested by this Constitution in the Governnoérihe United States, or in any Department orideff
thereof.

Section. 9.

The Migration or Importation of such Persons ag ahthe States now existing shall think proper to
admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congressrgndhe Year one thousand eight hundred and eighta Tax
or duty may be imposed on such Importation, noeeging ten dollars for each Person. The Privilegihe
Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, simlben in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the pubatety
may require it. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facLaw shall be passed. No Capitation, or otheeatljrTax
shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Censuesnumeration herein before directed to be takenThx or
Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from anyat8t No Preference shall be given by any Regulation
Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one Statetbuse of another; nor shall Vessels bound to,anfrone
State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Dutieanather. No Money shall be drawn from the Treashbuy in
Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; andgalae Statement and Account of the Receipts and
Expenditures of all public Money shall be publistiemn time to time. No Title of Nobility shall beanted by
the United States: And no Person holding any OffiicBrofit or Trust under them, shall, without tensent of
the Congress, accept of any present, EmolumenteQfir Title, of any kind whatever, from any Kirfgince,
or foreign State.

Section. 10.

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance Gamfederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisa
coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thingtlmold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Depéss
any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law pairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant angteTof
Nobility. No State shall, without the Consent of tiongress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Impor&xports,
except what may be absolutely necessary for exegiits inspection Laws: and the net Produce obDaliies
and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exyyathall be for the Use of the Treasury of the &thibtates;
and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revisiod Controul of the Congress. No State shall, withbe
Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, Keepps, or Ships of War in time of Peace, entev anty



Agreement or Compact with another State, or witbraign Power, or engage in War, unless actualmded,
or in such imminent Danger as will not admit ofajel

Article. 1.
Section. 1.

The executive Power shall be vested in a Presidetite United States of America. He shall hold his
Office during the Term of four Years, and, togethath the Vice President, chosen for the same Tédren,
elected, as follows: Each State shall appointuchdManner as the Legislature thereof may direbiumber of
Electors, equal to the whole Number of SenatorsRepresentatives to which the State may be eniiti¢de
Congress: but no Senator or Representative, ooRdrslding an Office of Trust or Profit under theitéd
States, shall be appointed an Elector. The Electoa meet in their respective States, and vot&ddiot for
two Persons, of whom one at least shall not benhalitant of the same State with themselves. Aag ghall
make a List of all the Persons voted for, and ef lumber of Votes for each; which List they shahsand
certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of thegduwent of the United States, directed to the Beasiof the
Senate. The President of the Senate shall, inréseRce of the Senate and House of Representatjess,all
the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be @alinthe Person having the greatest Number of \&jtal be
the President, if such Number be a Majority of Wele Number of Electors appointed; and if therarimge
than one who have such Majority, and have an eguaiber of Votes, then the House of Representatiia$i
immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for Presidand if no Person have a Majority, then from five
highest on the List the said House shall in likenkker chuse the President. But in chusing the Reesidhe
Votes shall be taken by States, the Representitboneach State having one Vote; A quorum for thigpose
shall consist of a Member or Members from two thiad the States, and a Majority of all the Stateallse
necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after théc€lud the President, the Person having the grebi@sber
of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice PredidBait if there should remain two or more who haegial
Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by BdiletMice President. The Congress may determineithe of
chusing the Electors, and the Day on which theyl gihge their Votes; which Day shall be the sametighout
the United States. No Person except a natural G6dizen, or a Citizen of the United States, attihee of the
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligiblettte Office of President; neither shall any Penrsereligible to
that Office who shall not have attained to the Adehirty five Years, and been fourteen Years aitRed
within the United States. In Case of the RemovahefPresident from Office, or of his Death, Reatgm, or
Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties ofsh&l Office, the Same shall devolve on the Viceskent,
and the Congress may by Law provide for the Cadeemhoval, Death, Resignation or Inability, bothtloé
President and Vice President, declaring what Offgleall then act as President, and such Officell sica
accordingly, until the Disability be removed, orPaesident shall be elected. The President shakiaaéd
Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation¢twhhall neither be increased nor diminished dutime
Period for which he shall have been elected, anghlal not receive within that Period any other Hmeent
from the United States, or any of them. Before htereon the Execution of his Office, he shall take
following Oath or Affirmation:--"I do solemnly swedor affirm) that | will faithfully execute the @¢€e of
President of the United States, and will to the lbésny Ability, preserve, protect and defend then€titution
of the United States."

Section. 2.

The President shall be Commander in Chief of theyAand Navy of the United States, and of the
Militia of the several States, when called into #hetual Service of the United States; he may reqthe
Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in el of the executive Departments, upon any Subg@ating to
the Duties of their respective Offices, and he Ishave Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons foeno#s
against the United States, except in Cases of lapeent. He shall have Power, by and with the Adwicd
Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, providedthirds of the Senators present concur; and lad sh
nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consenthef Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other @ubli
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Cand, all other Officers of the United States, whose
Appointments are not herein otherwise provided &g which shall be established by Law: but the dCess
may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferiofi€Hrs, as they think proper, in the President @Jon the



Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. Phesident shall have Power to fill up all Vacandties may
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by graGomgmissions which shall expire at the End of timeixt
Session.

Section. 3.

He shall from time to time give to the Congres®imation of the State of the Union, and recommend
to their Consideration such Measures as he shdfiejinecessary and expedient; he may, on extraoydina
Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of theohjn Case of Disagreement between them, with éd¢$p
the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them tohsiitme as he shall think proper; he shall receive
Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he sh&k t8are that the Laws be faithfully executed, ahdlls
Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section. 4.
The President, Vice President and all civil Officef the United States, shall be removed fromd@ffi
on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treasonb@&y, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.

Articlelll.
Section. 1.

The judicial Power of the United States shall lestgd in one supreme Court, and in such inferior
Courts as the Congress may from time to time or@ad establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and
inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices duringagb Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receivetteir
Services a Compensation, which shall not be diredsduring their Continuance in Office.

Section. 2.

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, awlLand Equity, arising under this Constitution, the
Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, ochwshall be made, under their Authority;--to athges
affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers andnglils;--to all Cases of admiralty and maritime
Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to which the Unit8thtes shall be a Party;--to Controversies betviwenor
more States;-- between a State and Citizens ohan@&tate;--between Citizens of different Statbstween
Citizens of the same State claiming Lands undenraf different States, and between a State,eCihizens
thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjdntall Cases affecting Ambassadors, other publioidfers and
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Pdw¢ysupreme Court shall have original Jurisdictlarall the
other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Coutthehee appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law &adt,
with such Exceptions, and under such Regulatiorthe@€ongress shall make. The Trial of all Crimeesept
in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and $uehshall be held in the State where the saith€s shall
have been committed; but when not committed widlmg State, the Trial shall be at such Place oreBlas the
Congress may by Law have directed.

Section. 3.

Treason against the United States, shall conslgtio levying War against them, or in adheringheir
Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Personldba convicted of Treason unless on the Testimoiny
two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Condesisi open Court. The Congress shall have Poweedtare
the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Soeashall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeitunecept
during the Life of the Person attainted.

Article. V.
Section. 1.



Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each Statéhe public Acts, Records, and judicial Procegdi
of every other State. And the Congress may by géhems prescribe the Manner in which such Acts;dras
and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effectdiie

Section. 2.

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled kd?alileges and Immunities of Citizens in the seve
States. A Person charged in any State with Tredsglony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justiand be
found in another State, shall on Demand of the @xex Authority of the State from which he fled, be
delivered up, to be removed to the State havingdiation of the Crime. No Person held to Service.abour
in one State, under the Laws thereof, escapingantither, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regul
therein, be discharged from such Service or Lablouir,shall be delivered up on Claim of the Partyvtiom
such Service or Labour may be due.

Section. 3.

New States may be admitted by the Congress insoUhion; but no new State shall be formed or
erected within the Jurisdiction of any other Stater any State be formed by the Junction of twonore
States, or Parts of States, without the Consenh@fLegislatures of the States concerned as wellf dse
Congress. The Congress shall have Power to disggassd make all needful Rules and Regulations sme
the Territory or other Property belonging to theitth States; and nothing in this Constitution shul so
construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the Urftiades, or of any particular State.

Section. 4.

The United States shall guarantee to every Statkis Union a Republican Form of Government, and
shall protect each of them against Invasion; anédgplication of the Legislature, or of the Execuatifwwhen the
Legislature cannot be convened), against domestieNce.

Article. V.

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houka#l deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments
to this Constitution, or, on the Application of thegislatures of two thirds of the several Stagdsll call a
Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in@it@ase, shall be valid to all Intents and Purpasefart
of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legisiags of three fourths of the several States, dCdyventions in
three fourths thereof, as the one or the other MddRatification may be proposed by the CongressyiBed
that no Amendment which may be made prior to tharY@ne thousand eight hundred and eight shall yn an
Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in thetiNSection of the first Article; and that no $tatvithout its
Consent, shall be deprived of its equal SuffragiaénSenate.

Article. VI.

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered l@fore the Adoption of this Constitution, shalldse
valid against the United States under this Cortgiity as under the Confederation. This Constityteomd the
Laws of the United States which shall be made irstance thereof; and all Treaties made, or whicll &ie
made, under the Authority of the United States|ldleathe supreme Law of the Land; and the Judgevery
State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the @omisn or Laws of any State to the Contrary
notwithstanding. The Senators and Representatigéseéo mentioned, and the Members of the severdé Sta
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Offgzeéboth of the United States and of the seve kSt shall be
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Caongion; but no religious Test shall ever be reqdias a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust undéetUnited States.

Article. VII.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine Statglsall be sufficient for the Establishment of this
Constitution between the States so ratifying then&alrhe Word, "the," being interlined between taeesth
and eighth Lines of the first Page, the Word "Titieing partly written on an Erazure in the fiftdle Line of
the first Page, The Words "is tried" being intezlinbetween the thirty second and thirty third Linéghe first
Page and the Word "the" being interlined betweenftty third and forty fourth Lines of the secoRdge.



Attest William Jackson Secretary Done in Conventignthe Unanimous Consent of the States present the
Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of oud lome thousand seven hundred and Eighty sevenfdhd o
Independence of the United States of America thelfflvin witness whereof We have hereunto subsdrdne
Names,

G. Washington
Presidt and deputy from Virginia

Delaware

Geo: Read
Gunning Bedford jun
John Dickinson
Richard Bassett
Jaco: Broom
Maryland

James McHenry
Dan of St Thos. Jenifer
Danl. Carroll
Virginia

John Blair

James Madison Jr.
North Carolina
Wm. Blount

Richd. Dobbs Spaight
Hu Williamson
South Carolina

J. Rutledge

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney
Pierce Butler
Georgia

William Few

Abr Baldwin

New Hampshire
John Langdon
Nicholas Gilman

M assachusetts
Nathaniel Gorham
Rufus King
Connecticut

Wm. Saml. Johnson
Roger Sherman
New York
Alexander Hamilton
New Jer sey

Wil: Livingston
David Brearley
Wm. Paterson
Jona: Dayton
Pennsylvania

B Franklin

Thomas Mifflin
Robt. Morris

Geo. Clymer

Thos. FitzSimons
Jared Ingersoll
James Wilson

Gouv Morris
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|‘The first Ten Amendments to the Constitution aréectvely known asrhe Bill of quhts‘l

|1st Protects the freedom of religion, speech, and the press, as well as the right to assemble and petition the government.

2nd Protects the right to keep and bear arms.

|3rd Prohibits the forced quartering of soldiers. |

4th Prohibits unreasonable searches and seizures and sets out requirements for search warrants based on probable cause.

5th Sets out rules for indictment by grand jury and eminent domain, protects the right to due process, and prohibits self-
incrimination and double jeopardy.

6th Protects the right to a fair and speedy public trial by jury, including the rights to be notified of the accusations, to confront the
accuser, to obtain witnesses and to retain counsel.

|7th Provides for the right to trial by jury in certain civil cases, according to common law.

|8th Prohibits excessive fines and excessive bail, as well as cruel and unusual punishment.

|9th Asserts the existence of unenumerated rights retained by the people. |
|10th Limits the powers of the federal government to those delegated to it by the Constitution. |

11th Immunity of states from suits from out-of-state citizens and foreigners not living within the state borders. Lays the
foundation for sovereign immunity

|12th Revises presidential election procedures.

|13th Abolishes slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime.

|14th Defines citizenship and deals with post—Civil War issues.

|16th Allows the federal government to collect income tax (this amendment was never ratified by a quorum of States - click here).

|17th Requires senators to be directly elected.
|18th Establishes-Prohibition-of-aleohel (Repealed by Twenty-first Amendment).
|19th Establishes women's suffrage.

|
|
|
|15th Prohibits the denial of suffrage based on race, color, or previous condition of servitude. |
|
|
|
|

20th Fixes the dates of term commencements for Congress (January 3) and the President (January 20); known as the "lame
duck amendment"

|215t Repeals the Eighteenth Amendment. |

22nd Limits the president to two terms, or a maximum of 10 years (i.e., if a Vice President serves not more than one half of a
President's term, he can be elected to a further two terms).

|23rd Provides for representation of Washington, D.C. in the Electoral College.

|24th Prohibits the revocation of voting rights due to the non-payment of poll taxes.

|26th Establishes 18 as the national voting age.

|25th Codifies the Tyler Precedent; defines the process of presidential succession. |

|27th Prevents laws affecting Congressional salary from taking effect until the beginning of the next session of Congress.
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